Life and Letters

English childhood, and he was not an ordinary
child. He was born, in the middle of the last
century, on the pampas, where his amiable
and cultivated parents raised sheep amidst
very rough surroundings. The young republic
was dominated by the Dictator Rosas, " the
Nero of South America "; the Hudsons3
servants and most of their neighbours were
wild gauchos, reckless and cruel, whose festive
evenings commonly ended in fights with knives.
At an early age he saw a beaten army straggle
past his house and murder was a word soon
familiar to him. He gives many sketches of
the men and women of that day, some of them
noble, others utterly vile, but all picturesque
in raiment and individual in action ; and the
strangeness of the natives is heightened by
their contrast with the few early English
or Scotch settlers still clinging to their native
conventions. Into that strange community,
living in low estancias scattered over the
almost treeless plain still full of birds and
beasts, strange vagrants wandered, always on
horseback. One was an English schoolmaster
who would stay at a place for months, and
then lose his temper and his job, mount his
horse, and head for the horizon. Another
was the most remarkable beggar in literature :

" He wore a pair of gigantic shoes, about a
foot broad at the toes, made out of thick
cowhide, with the hair on ; and on his head
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